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TO: IMMEDIATE.. GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT, WHITE HOUSE 
FROM: AMBASSADOR HELMS, TEHRAN 
PLEASE DELIVER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS MARCH 18. 
RBFS: A. TEHRAN | 



B. WH40730 

1. PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AS SOON AS " " " ^ 
2. 



MMt GENERAL BAR? AN I AND DR. M^MUJ) 



UTHMAN WITH THBfR SAVAK LIAISON OFFICER EVENING 16 MARCH AND 
WITH GENBRAL NASSIRI , CHIEF OF SAVAK^QN. 1 7 MARCH. BOTH CON- 
VSRSATrONS ARB SUMMARIZED SEPARAtELY BBL6W FOR YOUR INPORMAT40N • 
A:T0 Sj^IfilT Y% WISHES AS m<mM0Ml m» IRANIAN REQUESTS 
FOR fN ^REAS^ SHOULD BE HANDLE0. .. SIMILAR SUMMARY BRING 

CABLED 



. "BA^IANI MADE THE FOLLOWING >01$?S: 



^B7<VH^|R, KUR^S ^^■ : $*/J^^*S*■ IRAQ .HAVE i 
§fc ^Ipf^^fptE^ AND TQWNS A>lp. STREAMING NORTHWARD TO : 

W ALL Ktol'SJfc^^^fevOF THE OPFICl&fc 
tslfilNi^ 5, .000 POUeE^F^ERS AND MEN WITH 

tiKIR WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION HAVE RALLIED TO BARZANI. 

" B . HE EXPRtSlBI) THE VIEW THAT THIS to BE^ A GREAT 
POLITICAL SHOCK TO THE BA'TH REGIME WHICH HAD PROBABLY HOPED 
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THAT A SUBSTANTIAL ELEMENT OF THE KURDISH COMMUNITY WOULD SEEK 
AN ACCOMMODATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT. THE GOVERNMENT HAS WITH- 
DRAWN ITS GARRISONS FROM THE MOST EXPOSED PLACES IN THE NORTH, 
SUCH AS RAWANDUZ , QALA DIZA, RANIYA. THE ENTIRE TURKISH BORDER 



AREA "Alt© THE IRANIAN BORDER AREA DOWN TO HALABCHA ARE NOW IN 
KURDISH HANDS. BAGHDAD HAS MAINTAINED GARRISONS AT THE TWO 
VITAL DAMS OF DUKAN AND^RBANDI KHAN HOWEVER. 

"D. WITH THE INFLUX OF 250 ,000 PEOPLE AND A VIRTUAL ECONOMIC 
BLOCKADE OF-THE KURDISH AREA BY THE GOVERNMENT, BARZANI 'S ADMIN- 
ISTRATION REQUIRES NOT ONLY ADDITIONAL ARMS (SURFACE-TO-AIR 
ROCKETS, ANTI-TANK RQCKBTS, AND MORE ANTI-AIRCRAFT MACHINE GUNS) 
BUT ALSO CIVILIAN SUPPLIES AND MpNBY. THEY NEED FQOV, tBNTS, 
CLOTHING. THEY HAVE GOME TO ASK SHAH AND THEIR OTH^R 
FRIBNDS FOR AN INCREASED LEVEL OF SUPPORT. 



••4. | I TOLD iBfAR^ANI THAT HE WOULD PASS HIS REQUEST p91*6 
AP THAT WE WOPD BE DISCUSSING IT ,.. OF COURSE, WITH THE 1^1^. 



' :yh A. ^ EVEN ^p;VlR^^^|0 ;N0T . HAVE ' HAND-HBLp GROUND-Io ; , v 

NONE IN $UR * 0)^ ONVBNTORY WHICH ARE : ■ #g 

" B. r^n.0iG#I2AT^ DOJS NOT HAVE UNLIMITED FUN^S 



AND IT WELL BE CONTJRtBUT-ING THE MAXIMUM AVAILABLE IN lT$ 

"C. .AS HE KNEW,* SECURITY AND SECRECY WERE ESSENTIAL 
TO THIS PROJECT ■ANP^- i iH|<^; ^|^T?E|^T^p RAISE THE LEVEL OF 
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SUPPORT^SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT SHOULD LEAK IT 
K COULD BE FATAL TO THE CONTINUATION OF THE SUPPORT. 

" 5. BARZANI SAID HE THINKS THAT THE IRAQIS MAY PLAN TO 
BOMB THE KURDS AND THAT THE TURKS MAY COLLABORATE WITH THE 
IRAQIS AS WELL ► HE NOTED THE TURKS HAVE MASSED A LOT OF TROOPS 
ALONG THE BORDER. HE SAID THE KURDS ARE NOT SEEKING, WAR AND 
WOULD LIKE TO AVOID IT BUT THEY REFUSE TO GIVE UP ANY, KURDISH 
TERRITORY. ....-™v_ 

"6. BARZANI THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE ROOT OF HIS 
TROUBLE WITH THE BA'TH IS HIS REFUSAL TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
BAJTH AND THE COMMUNISTS AGAINST IRAN AND THE WEST. HE SAID 



HE HAS TO THINK ABOUT THE WELFARE OF HIS PEOPLE AND IF HE CAN'T 
GET SUFFICIENT SUPPORT FROM IRAN AND THE USA; PERHAPS TH E . B EjS'F 
m\m WOULD BE FOR HIM TO LEAVE THE AREA* SEEK X ASYLUM IN IRAN 
AND TELL THE KU^frfSH. PEOPLE TO MAKE THE BEST DEAL THEY CAN WITH 
THE BA'TH. HE WENT ON THAT f ASf , HE SEES I^^^^SfE ONLY TWO 
::^i^|p|T^|lp: A'C^B^T THE BA • AUJQ|j|.0Kfir PROPOSALS AND aOIN 
M mmUh FBNt^R TO l^F^jAND TO FIGHT. ■ 
X, " j { ^^ipfc ji^S: fpg^mtwC^*.: ALTERNATIVE .WHICH - 

'0^mlB ^^^^^^^m^rk^l TO AVOIDING AN 



WW® Mf, *©RJ$&$te WjTH ANTI -BA'TH ARAB' ELEMENTS TO WEAKEN 

"8. BApAlSi SAID HE WOULD LIKE IRANIAN APPROVAL TO SET UP 
AND PROTECT AN IRAQI ARAB AND KURDISH GOVERNMENT IN THE NORTH 
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WHICH WOULD CLAIM TO BE THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNME NT OF IRAQ. BUT 

r 



WOULD IRAN AND THE USA RECOGNIZE AND SUPPORT IT? ^~5AID THAT IfC 
BELIEVEJMUCH PREPARATORY GROUNDWORK WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE BEFORE 
SUCH AN ACTION WOULD BE FEASIBLE AND CREDIBLE. | JaSKED HIM TO 
IDENTIFY THE ARAB IRAQI LEADERS WHO COULD FORM SUCH A GOVERNMENT. 
HE SAID HE WOULD NOT REVEAL THEIR NA MES FOR SECURITY .'REASONS 

UNTIL THE APPROPRIATE TIME. I I IMPRESSION IS THAT'.OT-HEY HAVE 

NO SUBSTANTIAL GROUP OF ANTI-BA'TH ARAB LEADERS WHO ARE PREPARED 
TO COLLABORATE AT THIS TIME. 

•<9* HE-'rEPEATED HIS STRONG DESIRE TO MEET THE AMBASSADOR 
AND TO GO TO SEE DR. KISSINGER. *$L REPEATED ALL THE VALID RXS 
REASONS WHY THIS WOULD NOT BB DESIRABLE OR EVEN FEASIBLE . HE 
SAID THAT -WHEN HE K SAW>giprfi WQULD, ASK HIM JO URGE DR. 
KISSINGER TO RECEIVE HIM. MAYBE DR. KISSINGER WOULD INTERCEDE 
WITH GROMYKO, TO GET THE RUSSIANS TO TELL f#k IRAQIS NOT TO 
ATTACK THB JCURDS. v . ' 

1MPRBSSION IS THAT WHAT THEY MOST WANT PROM US 



"10; 



NOW : jS.f0^^t^^t::0D^Ot^0S^r--- FROM THE IRANIANS THEY WANT ^ • 

^::^|m01b>, MORs .mfeHfcmtH which to arm the refugees, . 

ANDPO&I^CAL;^ 



j£l ' -iSlP^ TQ : A|THOU$f TB&B; AlyS SOMB^ITEMS LEFT WHICH 

"11.^ ON-i l7 MARCH GENI RAL NAijjl RI RECAPITULATED THB SITUATION 
IN KURDE^T^tlAS DESCRIBED BY GENERAL BA^ZAlJ I . HE STRESSED 
THAT TURKISH. MILITARY FORCES WERE SEALING THE BORDER TO THE 
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NORTH OF BARZANI'S FORCES AND THAT IRAQ HAS IMPOSED AN ECONOMIC 
BLOCKADE. HE SAID THE KURDS NEED: 

A. GROUND-TO-AIR MISSILES, 

B. ANTI-AIRCRAFT MACHINE GUNS, 

C. ANTI-TANK MISSILES, 

D. MORE -RIFLES . 

THEY ALS O NEED TENTS , CLOTHING, FOODSTUFFS, AND MEDICAL' SUPPLIES. 
"12. LOOTED THAT WE HAD SOME ADDITIONAL AMMUNITION FOR 

PROVIDED 



T 

THE 12.7MM HEAVY MACHINE GUNS AND NOTED THAT WE HAD 



SAID 



SAVAK WITH $25,000 WITH WHICH TO PURCHASE GAS MASKS. 
N$ WOULD TRANSMIT- THE IRANIAN AND KURDISH REQUESTS TO HT HEAD- 
QUARTERS AFT ER DISCUSSING THE SITUATION WITH THE AMBASSADj)k. 
4%3.|_J MENTI^IltejD THAT JN HIS ^7A^]0i0^ THE PRECEDING ' 

day General bar£ani had surfaced the possibility that if he 
did not receive suppiclelit support he might decide to give up 

: THE STKUJOLB, SBE^ ASYLUM IN • J.RAN ANP, R|GOMMEND TO HIS 
THAT THE* MAWTHB 8J&T DBA£,tHEY t$#$H '^itA/'ttt.. ■ AiB^ 

jjtofcl" Dj^BD/'Vp^ STRcS|eY %HAT >P||A|l^WeiUtD pO 'tHtlS AND ^ . 

A^#) WITH HIM. ' i^^^^^-^^^^^^--k : 

^''itt^^^ US TO PRj$vf |$ .^GRBASBDvS'p^O'R^r.;, . <$*l$t^ ■ ! 
NA3$£Rt f '^ ^ THAT SUPPORT 

FOR BAR^J >$8 ^RSAT-LV INCRSAi'BD SINCE. BARZANI HAS NO OPTION 
BUT TO qi*RE FOR fHE^ILLIO^ AND ONB HALF I'EOPLB WHO ARE IN kiS 
4RiA A>$' : ^ 
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rp 14. BEFORE WE PROCEED FURTHER WITH THE IRANIAN GOVERN - 

f j^_2— . 

MENT OR THE KURDS, WE WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE KNOWING HOW 
YOU WANT THIS HANDLED. 
S ihSvR E T 
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